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A thousand French police officers confronted hundreds of protesters at a reservoir project in western 
France yesterday as President Macron's government sought to prevent the site from turning into a national 
cause for violent environmental campaigners. 

TD 


Gérald Darmanin, the interior minister, sent in more riot police after a weekend of battles against more than 
5,000 militants at Sainte Soline, in the Deux-Sevres department. More than 60 officers were injured, 20 
seriously. Darmanin accused the protesters, who he said included "black bloc" anarchists, of "ecoterrorism" 
by using fireworks, petrol bombs and steel boules to attack police. 


Last week a court sided with environmentalists in their battle against another reservoir in the Alpine resort of 
La Clusaz. The village, part of the Aravis ski area, has been planning for eight years to create a fifth 
reservoir for the resort, mainly to supply water for snow cannon. 


About 50 demonstrators were hurt at Sainte Soline over the weekend, including a Green MP who said that 
an officer hit her legs with riot sticks. 


The protesters, a mix of environmental campaigners and anti-capitalist groups, are trying to stop a big 
reservoir to irrigate crops, which they call a water grab by big grain-exporting farmers at the expense of 
nature and small agriculture. Dozens of masked protesters used metal-cutting equipment to sever pipes at 
the site. 


Macron wants to prevent a new "Zad" (zone to defend) the protesters' term for headline-grabbing 
occupation camps that have been installed in recent years to oppose new airports, dams, reservoirs, 
nuclear power plants, ski lifts and other projects. Battles between police and 


Zad occupiers have led to dozens of serious injuries and one death, in 2014. 


Darmanin said on Sunday that 1,000 police officers would remain on the reservoir site so that "no Zad is 
installed in the Deux-Sevres department". 


In 2018, Macron abandoned a project for a new international airport at the western city of Nantes after eight 
years of often violent opposition. A regional referendum had approved the scheme. 
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Last week a judge in Grenoble accepted the argument by five environmental groups that the La Clusaz 
reservoir could not be justified given the damage it would inflict on nature and wildlife in the Haute-Savoie 
region. 


The planned reservoir had become a symbol for campaigners against the damage to French mountain 
regions by mass ski tourism in the age of global warming and retreating snow. 


Extinction Rebellion activists had occupied the site on the Colombiére plateau at 1,540m (5,000ft), where 
work was to start within a month. They dismantled the Zad last week. 


Also last week, activists delayed the construction of new ski lifts at Megève, ten miles from La Clusaz. Work 
has been suspended after campaign groups sought court orders to block it on the grounds that it would 
require heaving tree felling and the "destruction" of 47 protected animal species. 


Protecting the nation's art 


A police unit in Paris is advising the Louvre and other art galleries and museums on how to detect and 
prevent protest actions. 


Security guards at the Musée d'Orsay gallery on the Left Bank managed to stop a climate protester from 
gluing herself to a Van Gogh and throwing soup at a Gauguin. 


The young woman, accompanied by at least two people with video cameras, had removed her sweater to 
reveal a "Just Stop Oil" T-shirt and was moving towards Vincent Van Gogh's Self-Portrait at Saint Rémy 
when she was intercepted. She was carrying glue to stick herself to the painting, according to Le Parisien. 
She broke free and headed towards a work by Paul Gauguin wielding a container of soup and was stopped 
again by guards. Staff let her leave after taking away her soup, although police had been called. 


French galleries stepped up security after Just Stop Oil, a British movement, started attacks that began with 
throwing soup on Van Gogh's Sunflowers at the National Gallery in London last month. 
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